MIMAROPA REGION

This is the closest you'll get to paradise.
MIMAROPA (Region IV-B), known
as the “Treasure Trove” of Southern Luzon,
stands for its 5 provinces: Mindoro Occidental
& Mindoro Oriental (Mi), Marinduque (Ma),
Romblon (Ro), and Palawan (Pa). This region
has /1 municipalities, but just 2 cities:
Calapan in Oriental Mindoro
and Puerto Princesa in Palawan.

Tourists flock to the beautiful beaches
of Palawan as well as the vibrant party scene
of Puerto Galera. If divers aren’t in Palawan,
they're probably in Occidental Mindoro's
Apo Reef Marine Park, discovering
the marine life that lie within it!

You also get a good deal of action on dry
land as Mt. Guiting-Guiting is a famous climb
for hikers in Romblon. Tourists who are
Interested in history and religion can head
to Marinduque, the Lenten capital
of the country, where the popular Moriones
Lenten observance happens yearly.
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FUNTHINGS TODO TOP S FESTIVALS

Biniray Festival

It feels like you'll never stop celebrating during
the 9-day long Biniray Festival. This cultural
event honors the patron saint of the province,
Sto. Nifio de Romblon, with festivities that
include a novena mass, a parade by the sea, and
a grand street dancing contest at the capital
town of Romblon.

WHEN: 2nd Sunday of January
WHERE: Romblon

Moriones Lenten Observance

When Holy Week comes around, most provinces
in the Philippines observe in penitence, but
Marinduque does so in grand style. The Moriones
Lenten Observance is a Lenten rite where men
and women replicate the armor, weapons, and
even the faces of ancient Roman soldiers.

Watch as folk history is transformed into a
colorful tapestry of solemn vows and beliefs.

WHEN: Holy Week
WHERE: Marinduque Island

Baragatan Festival

In the Cuyonon dialect, “Baragatan” means
coming together. And there's no better way

to celebrate coming together than this colorful,
musical, and cultural event. Witness elaborate
parade floats and unforgettable dance routines
as these pristine islands turn into a party
paradise!

WHEN: 3rd week of June
WHERE: Puerto Princesa

Arawatan Festival

November is an eventful month for Occidental
Mindoro as both the Arawatan Festival and

the province'’s founding anniversary are
celebrated as one. This annual festivity honors
unity despite diverse religious, political, and
ethnical backgrounds. Take part in many of the
festivities this celebration holds such as exhibits
of agricultural, coastal and marine products,
street dancing, sports competitions, and a parade.

WHEN: November 15
WHERE: Mamburao, Occidental Mindoro

Pandang-Gitab Festival

Once upon a time, the women of Oriental
Mindoro would send their husbands off to fish

the seas with warm oil lamps. Pandang-Gitab is I/ oo O”%OO g ™

a celebration of this tradition of love, complete ‘/ P |_| § 2 - FF?%‘ Y
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and thousands of glowing 1amp5 taking to the sea. TOURISM PROMOTIONS BOARD PHILIPPINES %,LIPP‘@% THE PHILIPPINES

WHEN: April 30
WHERE: Calapan City
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