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TPB Planning Bytes is a knowledge repository hub initiated by the Corporate Planning and
Business Development Department (CPBDD). It contains essential resources, including
regulatory updates and corporate performance data, to promote data-drniven decision-making
within the Tourism Promotions Board (TPB).

Tourism Pulse Beat, a key feature of TPB Planning Bytes, provides statistical analysis of
interational tourist armmvals from 13 key markets, along with timely updates on tourism policies,
projects, and emerging trends.
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Total armrivals in February reached
486.56k, slightly lower than January's
490 15k, suggesting the possible
onset of a seasonal downtumn
following the December peak of
499 78k. This pattern aligns with
historical trends, where arnvals
typically peak at year-end and ease
during the first two months of the
year.

February 2026 arrivals exceeded the
443 88Kk recorded in February 2025
Likewise, cumulative arrivals for
January—February 2026  totaled
976.71k, surpassing last year’s
964.73k for the same period by
11 98k
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LARGEST SHORTFALLS RECORDED FOR THE FOLLOWING MARKETS

DECLINING MARKETS
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While arrivals from TPB's key
markets in the first two months of
2026 slightly outperformed the same
period in 2025, total volumes remain
30897k below the pre-pandemic
peak of 1.28 million in 2019. The
largest shortfalls were recorded for
China (-225.70K), South Korea
(-80.20k), and Japan (-29.37k),
although South Korea remained the
country’s leading source market.

Overall, the thirteen (13) key markets
posted a cumulative recovery rate
of 76%. Although full recovery has
yet to be achieved, Chinese arrivals
reached 51.96k in February—the
highest since 2019—likely reflecting
the impact of the 14-day visa-free
policy. This initiative has also
supported increased arnvals from
Taiwan, with 27 46k recorded in
February, its highest level since early
2024




PERFORMANCE VS.
TARGETS

Historically, January — February
arrivals account for about 19% of full- TARGET INTERNATIONAL VISITOR
year totals. TPB currently stands at AR | ALS ——|
the same level, with 976.71k arrivals FROM TPB KEY MARKETS
representing 19% of the GCG-
approved 2026 target of 5.08
million.
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If current trends hold, total armvals
are projected to reach 5.14 million by
year-end, equivalent to 101% of the
annual target.

976'7]0 TOTAL INTERNATIONAL VISITOR

ARRIVALS AS OF FEBRUARY 2026

1 ﬂ/ OF OFFICIAL TPE TARGET OF
9 B 5.08 MILLION INTERMATIONAL
VISITOR ARRIVALS FOR 2026

All data on visitor arrivals are accessible via the DOT website: Tourism Demand Statistics

Read more on Tourism Demand Statistics

OURISM UPDATES

Central Visayas, Calabarzon most
visited by local, int'l tourists

The regions of Central Visayas and
Calabarzon are the Philippines’ most
visited destinations by foreign and domestic
tourists in the past two decades, based on a
recent study by the Philippine Institute for
Development Studies (PIDS).

CENTRAL VISAYAS

Central Visayas attracted 31.5 million
international visitors between 2000 and
2024, followed by the National Capital Region
with 19.6 million. Foreigners likewise flocked
to Western Visayas, with a recorded 11.8
million arrivals in the same period, driven
largely by Boracay's global popularity.
Following closely are the Bicol Region with
8.8 million, Central Luzon with 8.3 million, and
Mimaropa (Mindoro, Marinduque, Romblon,
Palawan) and Calabarzon with a combined
§.2 million foreign visitors.

B VW OF TAL LAKE, TAGAYTAY



https://www.lovethephilippines.travel/tourism/demand-statistics

Visa-free entry boosts 2025 Taiwanese
arrivals by 6.32% - DOT
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Misinformation among PH tourism's
biggest challenges — DOT chief
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The regions in Mindanao, such as
Soccsksargen and Zamboanga, received
modest foreign arrivals due to persistent
challenges related 1to lingering Iimage
concems.

On the other hand, Calabarzon topped as a
preferred destination for the domestic
market, receiving 77.5 million local
travelers from 2008 to 2024.

Source: Philippine News Agency

Photos: Tourism Promotions Board

Read Full Article

The Philippines' visa-free entry program
has contributed to an increase in Taiwanese
arrivals of 213,928 in 2025, higher by 6.32
percent from the 201,203 recorded in 2024.

Both commercial and charter flight operations
saw expanded routes and frequencies in
2025, allowing airlines to better respond to
seasonal demand. At the same time, the
Philippines introduced new cruise itineraries,
including Star Cruises’ Star Navigator sailing
via Kaohsiung.

Source: Philippine News Agency

Photo source: Getty Images

Read Full Article

Misinformation about the Philippines’
security situation remains one of the tourism
industry’s biggest challenges, as false claims
portrayed the country as unsafe for travelers.

In 2025, a ranking by travel insurance
company HelloSafe Ilabelled the country
among the world’'s most dangerous countries
for travelers, a claim immediately dismissed
by the Philippine government as false and
misleading.


https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1269940
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1269925

The Department of Tourism (DOT) is
addressing this misinformation alongside
challenges in digitalization, connectivity, and
infrastructure, in coordination with other
agencies. It is also strengthening tourism
safety efforts with the Depariment of the
Interior and Local Government (DILG) and the
Philippine National Police (PNP).

Source: Philippine News Agency

Photo: Philippine News Agency FPhoto by
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The analysis and findings in this report are based on currently available information and data.
While due diligence has been exercised to ensure accuracy, completeness, and fair
representation, users are responsible for determining the relevance and applicability of the
information provided. The conclusions presented are intended for information and reference
purposes only.

Disclosure Statement

This report does not yet reflect the potential impacts of the Middle East conflict that
began in the last week of February 2026.
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