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TPB Planning Bytes is a knowledge repository hub initiated by the Corporate Planning and Business
Development Department (CPBDD). It contains essential resources, including regulatory updates and
corporate performance data, to promote data-driven decision-making within the Tourism Promotions
Board (TPB).

Tourism Pulse Beat, a key feature of TPB Planning Bytes, provides statistical analysis of international
tourist arrivals from 13 key markets, along with timely updates on tourism policies, projects, and
emerging trends.

TOP INCREASING MARKETS

South Korea (14996k) and USA
T 5 . >~ "*"‘“'" (127.02k) were the top contributors in

INCREASING ARRIVALS FROM TPB wni January, accounting for more than half
KEY MARKETS IN JANUARY 2026 or 53% of total arrivals.

CANADA I*I Notwithstanding this, South Korea's
+5.58K ARRIVALS figures decreased by -12.54k, followed

INDIA by other Asian markets like Taiwan
9 (-3.68k), Hongkong (-3.58k), and China
+4.16K ARRIVALS
(-3.26k).
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India (+4.16K), Australia (+3.97K),
Japan (+3.72k}, and USA (+3.67k).
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PERFORMANCE COMPARISON

The total arrivals for January 2026 of
521.19k was slightly higher than last internaTionar Qiaize

year's 52085k, although considerably AR ' ALS

lower than the 62273k recorded in FROM TPB KEY MARKETS
2019.

This result is consistent with previous
years where amvals usually peak during
year-end and the first two months of the
following year.
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MARKET RECOVERY RATES

Overall, TPB's key markets in the first

TPB KEY MARKETS X month of 2026 performed below the pre-
&
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South Korea retained its status as the
R country’s top source of intermational

arrvals.
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More than half of TPB's markets
perfiormed better than pre-pandemic
level, led by USA (+17.68k), Canada
{(#12.79k), and Australia (10.82k).
Cumulatively, TPB's 13 key markets
have a recovery rate of 84% which is a
... considerable improvement from the 67%
rate registered for the whole of 2025.
With the recent resumption of the 14-day
visa-free policy for China and availability
of new flights from India, this good
recovery at the beginning of the year
could hopefully lead to full recovery in
2026 that can catch up with the rest of
the ASEAN region.
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PERFORMANCE VS.
TARGETS

In January of previous years, total
arrivals typically accounted for 10% of
the eventual fullyear total. However,
TPB is currently at only 8% (521.18k) of
its 2026 interim target of 6.90 million
arrivals. At this curent rate of
performance but with still 11 months
remaining in 2026, TPB is projected to
end the year with 521 million arrivals, or
just 76% of the target.

With this, TPB is seeking a recalibration
of s targets for 2026 from the
Department of Tourism (DOT) to reflect a
more realistic forecast, given the market
realities that have significantly changed
the context of the tounism industry ever
since the NTDP 2023-2028 was being
crafied, together with the actual
historical performance during the past
three years.
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2026 INTERIM TARGET ARRIVALS

6,900,000

521,185 JanuaRY 2026 ARRIVALS

Bn/ OF INTERIM TPE TARGET OF 6.90 MILLION
o

ARRIVALS FOR 2026

All data on visitor arrivals are accessible via the DOT website: Tourism Demand Statistics

Read more on Tourism Demand Statistics

OURISM UPD

DOT seeks more tourists from US,
8. Korea, Canada, China, Middle East

TES

The Department of Tourism (DOT) intends to
fully recover the South Korean market, which
slipped to 1.34 million last year from 1.45 million
in 2024, and capitalize on the USA as one of the
country’s “most reliable”™ markets, to pull the
arrival numbers for 2026. The DOT is also
optimistic that the new connections through Air
Canada would bring in more Canadian tourists
into the country.

The agency will intensify promotions in China
as the country opens the year with eased visa
policy for Chinese, allowing them at least 14-day
visa-free entry into the Philippines.



https://www.lovethephilippines.travel/tourism/demand-statistics

Source: Philippine News Agency
Photo courtesy of Department of Tourism (DOT)
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PH logs 6.5M tourists, balikbayans;
earns P694B in 2025

The Philippines recorded 6.4 million foreign
visitors and returning overseas Filipinos in 2025,
generating an estimated PHP694 billion in
tourism receipts. Of this figure, 5,940 875 were
foreign visitors, including cruise passengers and
categories not fully captured in eTravel. Another
543,085 were returning overseas Filipinos,
bringing total inbound arrivals to 6,484 060.
Preliminary international visitor spending was
estimated at PHP694 billion.

While arrivals remain below pre-pandemic levels
in 2019, the outcome was achieved despite global
and domestic challenges, including travel alerts
from key markets and fiscal constraints. The DOT
said tourism performance should not be
measured by arrivals alone, citing strong
domestic travel, value creation, and job
generation.

Source: Philippine News Agency
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Biz group lauds 'bold' 14-day visa-free
initiative for Chinese

The Federation of Filipino Chinese Chambers
of Commerce and Industry Inc. (FFCCCII)
welcomed the Philippine government's 14-day
visa-free entry policy for Chinese nationals.

Starting January 16, Chinese nationals planning
to visit the Philippines for tourism and business
purposes are allowed to enter the country visa-
free for 14 days. This reform came less than three
months since the resumption of the e-Visa for
Chinese nationals in November.

Source: Philippine News Agency
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https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1267401
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1267335
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1267145

Disclosure Statement

The analysis and findings presented in this report are based on available information and data. Due
diligence and effort have been made to ensure the report's accuracy, completion, and representation.
However, the user remains responsible for assessing its relevance for applicability. The conclusions
drawn in this report are for information and reference purposes omly.
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